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The CSAV 

 

The Compania Sudamericana de Vapores (CSAV) was founded in 1872. This chilean 

company bought some other container operators in 1999, 2000 and 2003. In 1999, the CSAV 

bought the Compania Libra de Navegação (Libra), a brazilian company ; then, in 2000, 

Norasia (Hong-Kong). And, in 2003, the CSAV acquired Montemar (Uruguay). The CSAV 

had 86 containerships in 2005, but only one was in full property ; all others were leased. 

Letôs see some examples of CSAV containersé 

 

 

Photo 1 

Seen in 2004, here is the CSVU 402211 9 (CL 4310). Note that the two vertical panels at the 

left and the right of the sides are peaked. 

 

 

Photo 2 

The CSAV is leasing containers that are owned by other operators (here GESeaco). This 

reefer container is the GESU 903174 8, a 45R1 seen in 2004. 
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Photo 3 

Libra owns containers with a nice blue livery. Here is a 22G1, the LBIU 200781 6, 

photographed in 2006. 

 

 

Photo 4 

This 42G1 is the LBIU 410371 0, seen in 2006 too. 
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Photo 5 

Montemar owned a fleet of reefer containers ; here is an example, photographed in 2003. 

The MOMU 781191 9 is a US 2232, and is the property of Genstar, the « containers » 

subsidiary of General Electric. 

 

 

Photo 6 

CSAV bought Norasia with the goal of opening routes between Asia and South America. At 

Christmas 1997 (with a stormy wind !), I photographed this nice blue 20ô dry van container, 

the NSLU 282317 2. 

 


