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Mediterranean Shipping Company

For this very first issue of Containermania, 10 v @hosen to study Mediterranean Shipping
Company (MSC), a very original operator in the world of containers.

Why is it so original ?

- it is the company of one man

- it is based in Switzerland (at Geneva), a country full of mountains but with no sea

- it acquired its first new containerships only in 1996

and, with al/l this oddities, itds now tthee

Maersk Line. Amazing !

MSC was born in 1970 with only one boat ; the founder, Gianluigi Aponte, expanded slowly

its fleet of containerships, only with used vessels. The two first new containerships were built

seco

in 1996 (the fRafaeladand the Mlexadi f i r st names of Gianluigi Apont

At the end of September 2011, 457 containerships were in the fleet, with a total capacity of
2.000.000 TEUé In 2005, the data were 265 vessels and 718.000 TEU. Note that MSC
didnét acquire any other operator, .and grows
Visually speaking, the MSC containers are easy to recognize : a big MSC at the center of the
container, and color is mustard yellow, rarely brown (for example, with leased containers).

Mediterranean Shipping Co is spelled vertically on the left of the sides.

Letds see now a pictorial review of MSC containe
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© Photo Rémy SARRADE 2008

Photos 1 and 2
MSC is leasing quite few containers owned by other operators. At the top, this GOLD-owned
45G1 is seen in 2008 (GLDU 7491680) . The MSCé6s mustard yellow i
lettering. Below, a 22G1, GOLD-owned too (GLDU 398028 @), photographed in 2008. 1 6 v e
seen photos of MSCU 20-footers with the same livery. Sometimes lettering has a yellower

shade.

GLDU
398198 1§
2261

% B

T e UTE 2 o X0 X AR e e VR
O OZ="TVTV=XW0

~

—— —

© Photo Rémy SARRADE 2008 3 555 50,

i B(B\S«n,-,.

~




© Photo Pierre BARBE 2011

Photo 3
Here is a Carlisle Leasing reefer (CRLU 119425 , leasedtoMSC.1 t 6s a 45R1, bui
2003 by CIMC.
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Photo 4
This other Carlisle Leasing reefer was seen in 2006 ; i ¢ ©RLU 130424 @ (45R1).
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Photo 5
This one, MSCU 235079 @ was photographed in 2006 in the Port of Barcelona. This is a

quite old design, with squared corrugations and two flat panels.

Photo 6
Another 20-footer : the MSCU 229780 @ Two flat panels too, but with beveled corrugations.

Note that there is only one corrugation at the outside of the flat panels.



